OLIVER  CROMWELL.
this vote to have been highly dishonourable ; and annulled the vote for a treaty with the King.1
Four of the Lords and about twenty of the Commons, together with many other Independents, attended at St. Margaret's Church at Wesminster. Chaplain Hugh Peters occupied the pulpit and took' his text from the Book of Psalms:
41 Let the saints be joyful in glory ; let them sing aloud in their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishment upon the people ; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron. This honour have all his saints."2
In his discourse Peters compared the state of the kingdom with the bringing of the Children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. He declared that there were five thousand men in
o
the Army who were no less saints than those who conversed with God himself in heaven. He then dropped his head suddenly upon the cushion, and, raising it after awhile, he shouted that he had had a vision, and that the way to be brought out of their bondage was to extirpate monarchy, both here and in all other places. Then, with the flow of tears which seemed to be one of the arts of exhortation in that age, he begged them to execute justice upon that great Barabbas at Windsor.3
On the 14th Cromwell went to Windsor. On the i6th a detachment of horse led by Colonel Harrison was sent from headquarters with orders to bring the King from Hurst Castle to Windsor. Harrison was the son of a butcher, but withal was a man of military capacity who had won Cromwell's esteem and patronage. After the party of soldiers had brought the King some distance from Hurst Castle, Charles, who believed it to be a part of their design to assassinate him at the first fitting opportunity, spoke frankly to Harrison of the rumour he
1  Rushworth, vol. vii., p. 1362.    Parliamentary History, iii., p. 1249.
2 Psalm cxlix., 5-9.
3 Echard's History of England.    Parliamentary History, vol.  iii.,  p.   1252-Bates, Troubles in England, London, 1685, p. 143.